INTRODUCTION
The su b ject of th is stu d y is: W hat does th e fe llo w sh ip of th e s a in ts th a t w e p ra c tis e in th e C hurch, m e a n to u s in th e p re s e n t S outh A frican society . T he d iv isio n of th e su b ject is a s follow s: F irs tly an a n a ly s is of th e co n cep t fe llo w s h ip o f th e sa in ts; seco n d ly so m e re m a rk s about the C h u rch in th e p re s e n t situ a tio n ; and th ird ly a c lo ser look at th e m e a n in g th e fello w sh ip of th e s a in ts can hav e on o u r b eh av io u r in society.
THE FELLO W SH IP OF THE SA IN TS
The e x p re s s io n fe llo w s h ip o f the s a in ts does not ap p e a r in th e B ible -th e concept th a t it e x p re s s e s does, how ever. It is a d esc rip tio n of the C h u rch a s added to th e e x istin g A p o sto lic Creed in a p p ro x im a te ly 400 A.D. : credo . . . sa n c to ru m co m m u n io n em . The c o rre c t tra n s la tio n of th is co n fessio n al add itio n to th e o ld est creed is ex ce p tio n a lly difficult.
In th e firs t p la ce th e re is th e p ro b lem fro m w hich n o u n the g en e tiv e sa n cto ru m is derived. Is it deriv ed fro m the m a sc u lin e sa n c tu s o r th e n e u te r s a n c tu m ? Is th e p o in t at is s u e a fello w sh ip o f o r w ith h o ly p e rso n s o r h o ly th in g s ? Is it th erefo re a p e rs o n a l o r a s a c ra m e n ta l fello w sh ip ? W hen h o ly th in g s a re referred to, s a c ra m e n ts o r m y s te rie s a re m eant; and w ith p e rso n s it can m ean eith e r th o se w ho are a lre a d y in h eav en or th o se w ho are s till liv in g on earth.
In th e second p la ce th e tr a n s la tio n of c o m m u n io a lso e n ta ils m a n y p ro b lem s. It can denote p a r tic ip a te in, th e re fo re p a rtic ip a tio n . T he m e a n in g of th e w ord c o m m u n io is th e n active. B ut it c a n a lso be tra n s la te d in a p a s s iv e sense: receive a p a rt in, th u s fe llo w sh ip .
O nly in th e tim e s of C h a rle m a g n e did c o m m u n io receiv e th e d ecisiv e m e a n in g of fello w sh ip , and s a n c to r u m w as re g a rd e d as d eriv ed from a p erso n . The m e a n in g w ould th e n be: th e fello w sh ip w h ich th e s a in ts fo rm m u tu ally .
In the H eid elb erg C a te c h ism a n s w e r 55, w e find the fo rtu n a te co m b in atio n of th e old an d th e new m e an in g s. T hose who b eliev e are p a r ta k e r s of th e Lord J e s u s and of a ll H is ric h e s and g ifts (sancta), and ev ery o n e m u st know it to be h is duty to em p lo y h is g ifts re a d ily and ch ee rfu lly to th e a d v a n ta g e and s a lv a tio n of o th e r m em b ers (sanctus).
We sh o u ld n o tice th a t in the e x p la n a tio n of th e concept c o m m u n io th e C atech ism s tre s s e s th e a c tiv e m e an in g , to p a rtic ip a te in, an d th e n sp ecifically , p a rtic ip a tio n in m u tu a l re la tio n s h ip s .
The co n cep t "fello w sh ip ," ko in o n ia , is in th e New T estam en t rela ted to C h rist, a s w ell a s to th e H oly S p irit. In I Cor 1 v 9 P a u l s p e a k s of th e "th e fello w sh ip of H is Son, J e s u s C h rist o u r L ord" . The g e n itiv e is an o bjective g e n i tiv e of th e p e rso n (cf K ittel, ThWBNT III). The w ord fello w sh ip is a v e rb a l s u b sta n tiv e (F W G rosheide) and we sh o u ld a c tu a lly tr a n s la te it as: p a rta k e of Je s u s C h rist (cf W endland, C om m I Cor).
The tru e b e lie v e r is th u s p a r t of C h rist, of w h at He h as acq u ired , of H is c ru cifix an d resu rre c tio n . S eco n d ly th e N T also re la te s th e concept of fello w sh ip to the H oly S p irit (II C or 13 v 13, P h il 2 v 1). H ere we sh o u ld re g a rd the g en itiv e a s a su b je c tiv e g e n itiv e (cf E P G roenew ald, K o in o n ia in P au l; F W G ro sh eid e, C om m on II Cor 13 v 13). The fello w sh ip is b ro u g h t about by the H oly S p irit. It is th e H oly S p irit w ho lets u s p a rta k e of C h rist and of w h a t He h a s acq u ired . C h rist is th e O rigin and the H oly S p irit is th e A g e n t of th e fello w sh ip .
A s re g a rd s th e v erb k o in o o n eo o th e re is a m a rk e d differen ce betw een th e c la s s ic a l G reek u s a g e and th a t of th e N ew T estam en t. In p ro fan e G reek th is v erb is alm o st a lw a y s used in its p a s s iv e m ean in g , i e y o u p a rta k e of som eb o d y o r so m eth in g , w h ile in th e N T it is used in its ac tiv e sen se, i e y o u g iv e a s h a re to som ebody of so m eth in g .
We find both th e p a s s iv e an d th e a ctiv e u s a g e of th is verb in th e N T. W hen th e fello w sh ip w ith C h rist, w h ich is b ro u g h t ab o u t by th e H oly S p irit, is d ealt w ith, the p a s s iv e m e a n in g of th e co n ce p ts k o in o n ia and ko in o o n eo o is accen tu ated .. On th e o th e r h an d w h en th e fello w sh ip w ith eac h o th e r is denoted, th e activ e sen se is accen tu ated . M an is th e giv er. The s a m e p e rso n , how ever, w ho in h is re la tio n s h ip to C h rist and th e S p irit, is the rece iv er.
The fello w sh ip of C h ris t ch an g e s in to th e fello w sh ip of C h ristia n s; th e fello w sh ip w ith each oth er. We see in th is tra n s itio n how th e p a s s iv e u s a g e of th e v e rb koinooneoo, i e p a rta k e of, teilh a b en c h a n g e s in to th e a c tiv e usag e, i e g iv e p a r t of, teilg eb en (cf K ittel, ThW BNT III p 809).
In R om 15 v 26 and 27 P a u l te lls of th e faith fu l in M acedonia and A ch aia w ho decided to m a k e som e co n trib u tio n to th e p o o r am o n g the s a in ts in Je ru salem . L ite ra lly th e a p o stle w rote: to do som e ko in o n ia . In R om 12 v 13 he c a lls on th e fa ith fu l in R om e to c o n trib u te to th e needs of th e sa in ts. The o rig in a l v e rs io n read s: th ey sh o u ld p ra c tis e a fello w sh ip w ith th e p o o r am o n g the s a in ts. S tre s s is la id on the action.
In P h il 4 v 15 th e ap o stle p ra is e s th e m e m b ers of the C h u rch of P h ilip p i for e n te rin g in to p a rtn e rs h ip w ith P a u l in g iv in g and receiv in g . L ite ra lly it is w ritte n as follow s: th e P h ilip p ia n s p ra c tise d k o in o n ia w ith h im in co llectin g and d is b u rs in g the gifts.
In H ebr 13 v 16 th e w ord k o in o n ia is a lso u sed in a n activ e sen se (teilgeben, M itte ilsa m k e it, K ittel, ThWBNT III p 809).
O ur firs t c o n clu sio n is: w h en th e com m on fello w sh ip of th e s a in ts o r of the faith fu l is d e a lt w ith in th e New T estam en t, th e n s tre s s is la id on th e deed. The fello w sh ip of th e s a in ts is an activ e, s e rv in g co m m u n ity . The b e lie v e r w ho, co m p ared to C h rist, is in a re c e iv in g p o sitio n , is in a g iv in g p o sitio n a s re g a rd s h is fellow b ro th e r o r sister. B ut so m eth in g s till re m a in s to be said, b eca u se in th e p ra c tis in g of th e fello w sh ip of th e s a in ts th e re is a p a s s iv e , re c e iv in g a ttitu d e, b u t we can on ly d is c u s s th is m a tte r as re g a rd s th e goods of th e g ifts w ith w h ich we sh o u ld serv e each o th e r an d w ith w h ich we sh o u ld be served.
S ep erate a tte n tio n sh o u ld be p aid to th e fello w sh ip in th e H oly C o m m u n io n , b e c a u se it is fre q u e n tly said n o w ad ay s th a t C o m m u n io n sh o u ld a lso be em p ly ed as a d e m o n stra tio n of o u r o ecu m en ic al u n ity . By m e a n s of the co llectiv e p a rtic ip a tio n in th e H oly C om m union we sh o u ld show the w o rld how w e a re one in C hrist.
W hen P a u l u se s th e v e rb ko in o n eo o in I C or 10 w ith referen c e to H oly C o m m union, the p a s s iv e , i e th a t w hich is receiv ed , is em p h asized . In I C or 10 v 16 P au l w rite s ab o u t th e k o in o n ia of th e body and of th e blood of C h rist. H ere w e c le a rly see th e re c e iv in g a sp e c t of th e fello w sh ip . T h is fe llo w sh ip of th e H o ly C o m m u n io n is c e rta in ly m e a n t a s a so u rc e of in s p ira tio n to fo rm a g iv in g , a s e rv in g , an a c tiv e fello w sh ip w ith re g a rd to each other. H ow ever, n o w h ere in th e N T do w e fin d the id ea th a t we a re ca lle d u p o n to show o u r u n ity sp e c ific a lly by m e a n s of H oly C o m m u n io n . If H oly C om m union is re m a d e in to an activ e, d e m o n stra tiv e u n ity , th e n we d istu rb th e n a tu re of th e fello w sh ip . The fello w sh ip w ith C h rist th e n re c e iv e s le ss acc en tu atio n th a n th e fello w sh ip w ith one an o th er, a s an in d ic a tio n to th e o u tsid e w orld th a t w e.h eartily love each o th e r and th a t we are one in C h rist.
We c e rta in ly h a v e th e c a llin g to show th e w o rld th a t we a re one in C h ris t and to g e th e r fo rm one body. T h ere is a d e m o n stra tiv e sid e to th e k o in o n ia a s w ell, b u t th is sh o u ld n o t h a p p e n th ro u g h C o m m u n io n , but th ro u g h o u r te stim o n y .
In Jo h n 17 v 21 J e s u s p r a y s h is often m isu s e d w ords: "T h a t th e y m a y all be one, ev en a s T hou, F a th e r, a rt in Me an d I in Thee, th a t th e y a lso m a y be in u s, so th a t th e w orld m ay b elieve th a t T hou h a s t se n t M e". C h ris t is th e m is s io n a ry , th e g re a t ap o stle. A s He w as se n t by th e F ath e r, so He se n d s h is d isc ip le s in to the w o rld (v 18). A s th e g re a t M issio n ary , s e n t by H is F ath er, C h rist sh o w s th e w o rld th e in tim a te co n n ec tio n w ith H is F ath e r. So sh o u ld h is d is c ip le s a s s e n t by C h rist also sh o w th e w o rld th e ir u n ity w ith eac h o th e r an d th e ir co n n ectio n w ith C h rist.
We see, th erefo re, th a t th e w o rld re c e iv e s a tte n tio n n o t in th e H oly C om m union, b u t w ith th e em issio n . D oes th is m e an th a t w h ite an d b la ck m a y not p a rta k e of H oly C o m m u n io n to g e th e r? W here th e y are m e m b ers or g u est-m em b ers of th e sam e local ch u rc h and w hen th ey are u n d e r th e s u p e rv is io n of th e sam e ch u rch council, th ey m a y p a rta k e of H oly C o m m u n io n to g e th e r w ith o u t an y objection. H oly C om m union, a s a s a c ra m e n t, is th e co n cern of the lo c al ch u rch w h ere th e ch u rch co u n cil s u p e rv is e s th e en tra n c e to it. W ith th e n e c e ss a ry p e rm issio n , an y b o d y w ho is a tru e b eliev er, m ay atten d C om m union. T h is h o ld s good for everybody, irre s p e c tiv e of n a tio n o r race. It should, ho w ev er, n e v e r be em ployed a s a te s t o r a d e m o n stra tio n of u n ity to th e w orld. A s a m a tte r of fact, th e w o rld does n o t e n te r th e ch u rc h to see how w e celeb rate C om m union. We are c alled u p o n to go o u t in to th e w orld. In J e s u s ' p ra y e r, th e c o sm o s m e a n s the w o rld e stra n g e d from God (Godet; o th e rw ise F W G ro sh eid e w ho co n sid e rs th e co sm o s to be th e co n v e rts w ho form th e real cosm os).
THE PR E S E N T SOUTH A FR IC A N SOCIETY
W ith th e se th o u g h ts we h av e a c tu a lly reac h ed th e p re s e n t s itu a tio n of S o u th A frican so ciety . M uch can be said ab o u t th is s itu a tio n . We c a n a s k w h e th e r it is a C h ristian , a se c u la riz e d o r to a h ig h degree, a p a g a n society. A s re g a rd s o u r su b je c t we sh o u ld a p p ro a c h th e s itu a tio n of th is so ciety fro m th e d irec tio n of th e c h u rch . We m a y sa y th a t th e situ a tio n of so ciety in S o u th A fric a is m u lti eth n ic, i e m u lti-n a tio n a l. In th is m u lti-n a tio n a l so ciety w e a lso see th e m ira c le of the ch u rch a s th e fru it of m is s io n a ry lab o u r.
We h av e one C hurch, in concreto, one R eform ed C h u rch (G erefo rm eerd e K erk) in a m u ltim o rp h o u s, m u lti n a tio n a l society. If w e p ro ceed from th e u n iv e rs a l n a tu re of th e C hurch w e find in o u r m u lti-e th n ic so ciety one C h u rch of C h rist, w h ich we co n fess in the A p o sto lic Creed.
The s itu a tio n of so ciety in S o u th A frica, a s re g a rd s the G erefo rm eerd e K erk, is uniq u e. By v irtu e of h is b irth the refo rm ed b eliev er is a m em b er of h is n atio n . By v irtu e of h is re b irth he is a liv in g m em b er of th e C hurch. R eb irth does n o t can cel birth . M em b ersh ip of th e C h u rch does not undo m e m b e rsh ip of th e n atio n . Like re b irth san ctifies b irth , so m e m b ersh ip of th e C h u rch sa n c tifie s m e m b ersh ip of th e natio n .
We see th erefo re the one C h u rch in C h rist rev ea led "in co u n tle ss c h u rc h e s sc a tte re d th ro u g h o u t d ifferen t c o u n trie s and d ifferen t n a tio n s to step into the lig h t in th is w a y " (W J S nym an).
When we th e re fo re ex a m in e th e p re s e n t situ a tio n of S outh A frican so ciety fro m the p o in t of view of the u n iv e rs a l C h u rch of C h rist, we o b serv e th a t the one C hurch, w h ich h ere m e a n s th e G erefo rm eerd e K erk in S outh A frica, is s tru c tu re d e th n ic a lly , viz w e p erce iv e the d ifferen ces am o n g n a tio n s m irro re d in th e one C hurch, e g the la n g u a g e d ifferen ces, c u ltu ra l d ifferen ces and even a m ark ed difference in tra d itio n and d ev elo p m en t and a difference in the e x p erien ce of faith.
These differen ces a p p e a re d even on the b irth d a y of the C hurch of th e N T on P en teco st. "We h e a r th em te llin g in o u r own to n g u es th e m ig h ty w o rk s of C od." (A cts 2 v 11). The "in o u r own to n g u e s " is m en tio n ed up to th re e tim es by Luke in th e h is to ry of the o u tp o u rin g of the H oly S p irit.
The R om an C ath o lic C h u rch w an ted to e sta b lis h u n ifo rm ity o v er th e en tire w orld by m e a n s of L atin as the la n g u a g e of the C hurch.
In the p re s e n t S o u th A frican s itu a tio n we o b serv e one G erefo rm eerd e K erk th a t w ould, if p o ssib le, assem b le ev ery five y e a rs in one G en eral Synod. T h is Synod, th a t w as founded in p rin c ip le in 1964 an d th a t m e t fo r th e firs t tim e a t Ik ag en g -P o tch efstro o m in 1965, e x is ts in betw een th e tw o e x tre m itie s of se p a ra te n a tio n a l c h u rc h e s and of one ho m o g en eo u s, s im ila r a-and a n ti-n a tio n a l w orld ch u rch . We find in th e p re s e n t S outh A frican so ciety the in s titu ta ry re v e la tio n of th e u n ity in C h rist w ith o u t c a n c e llin g n a tio n a l v a rie tie s.
We w ould lik e to s tre s s th a t the in s titu tin g of su ch a G en eral Synod is a deed of faith. In th is re s p e c t we are far ah ead of th e o th er ch u rc h e s in th is co u n try and it should fill u s w ith h u m b le g ra titu d e th a t th is decisio n of faith w as m ade after m u ch in n e r conflict.
The g re a t ta sk of th is S ynod is to b rin g about, to p re se rv e and c u ltiv a te th e re v e la tio n of th e u n ity of co n fessio n and of ch u rch law . O ur p re s e n t stu d e n ts of T heology w ill in th e fu tu re, w hen God h a s in s titu te d th em in H is serv ice, be able to w o rk on and bu ild on th a t w hich th e m e m b ers of th e p re s e n t g en era tio n hav e begun.
THE M EA NIN G OF THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH FOR SOCIETY
U n fo rtu n ately th e c o m p lain t is often h eard th a t th is u n ity h a s v ery little m e a n in g in o u r society. It is said th a t the u n ity at th e "to p " does n o t m a k e itse lf felt r ig h t dow n to th e "b o tto m " . A lth o u g h th e w o rd s "to p " and "b o tto m " are n o t B iblical concepts, we k now n e v e rth e le s s w h a t is m e a n t by them . The q u e stio n is: How can th is u n ity at lo cal lev el and out of the C hurch b en eficially in flu en ce so ciety ? I w an t to em p h asize th a t in m y v iew th e b est serv ice th a t th e ch u rc h can ren d er to so ciety c o n sists of the ch u rch re a lly b ein g ch u rch . T his m e a n s th a t th e C h u rch should d is p la y th e fe a tu re s of th e Body of C h rist. We m a y n o t and sh o u ld n o t ex p ect the G en eral Synod, as an in stitu te , to ex e rt an in flu en ce on society.
The C hurch w ill o n ly h a v e an in flu en ce on so ciety w hen it, the C h u rch of C h rist, fu lfils its callin g .
The N T te ach es u s th a t th e fello w sh ip of the s a in ts in flu en ces a n atio n . C e rta in ly the N T in s tru c ts u s th a t each n a tio n ta k es offence of the G ospel in its ow n w ay. E ach n atio n u tte rs its ow n sp e c ia l "n o " to Je su s an d th u s cru cifies H im in its ow n m a n n e r (cf E S tauffer, Die T heologie des N T, p 171, 174).
T here is, ho w ev er, a n o th e r side to th e m a tte r. P ra c tis in g th e fello w sh ip by th e C h u rch im p re s se s th e n atio n . We read in A cts 2 v 43 th a t th e c o n g re g a tio n devoted th e m se lv e s to th e fello w sh ip , an d th e r e s u lt w as th a t fear cam e upon ev ery soul. The fello w sh ip of th e s a in ts in sp ire d the o u ts id e rs w ith awe. It is said in v 47 th a t th e c o n g reg a tio n found fa v o u r w ith all th e people. T his w as th e re s u lt of the p ra c tis in g of th e fello w sh ip of th e s a in ts.
The N T also te a c h e s u s th a t th e re a re two w a y s of p ra c tis in g th e fello w sh ip of th e sa in ts. I w ould ca ll it an in te rn a l and an e x te rn a l p ra c tic e of th is fello w sh ip . The lo cal ch u rc h p ra c tis e s th e fello w sh ip m u tu a lly as m e m b ers in the ch u rc h serv ice , d u rin g th e C om m union, in m u tu a l a s s is ta n c e and in c h arity .
But th e re w as also the p ra c tic e of fello w sh ip from one c o n g re g a tio n to an o th er. In G al 6 v 10 th e fa ith fu l are even called upon to do good to all m en, and e s p e c ia lly to th o se who are of the h o u seh o ld of faith.
A v e ry good ex am p le of th is e x te rn a l p ra c tic e of fello w sh ip is found in Rom 15 v 26, 27. P a u l s p e a k s about the p ra c tic e of k o in o n ia a c ro s s n a tio n a l b o rd ers. The ap o stle sta te s th a t an ex c h a n g e of good th in g s to o k place. The fa ith fu l of M acedonia an d A ch aia h av e com e to s h a re the p n e u m a tik a o r s p ir itu a l b le s s in g s from P a le stin e , and th e y feel in debt to th e fa ith fu l in J e ru s a le m to be of se r v ice to them in s a r k ik a o r m a te ria l b le ssin g s. In P au l p n e u m a tik a denotes G o sp el w h ile w ith s a r k ik a h e m e a n s m a te ria l th in g s su ch as food and clo th in g (E S w eizer, ThWBNT VII p 145).
T h is ex c h a n g e of p n e u m a tik a and s a rk ik a , of s p iritu a l and m a te ria l th in g s is, acc o rd in g to P au l, a n im p o rta n t form of fello w sh ip . T h erefo re he c a lls th is ex ch a n g e of goods a ko in o n ia . One ch u rc h g iv e s to th e o th e r w h a t is la c k in g and it can be b o th m a te ria l and s p iritu a l goods.
When we a sk by w h at m e a n s we can serv e each o th e r as c h u rc h e s and as tru e b e lie v e rs a c ro s s n a tio n a l b o rd ers in th e tru e fello w sh ip of th e sa in ts, th e a n s w e r is th a t th e N T n a m e s fo u r w ay s in w hich we can and sh o u ld se rv e each other.
In th e fir s t p lace we a re called u p o n to se rv e each o th er w ith fo rg iv en e ss. The w illin g n e s s to fo rg iv e is one of th e g re a t se rv ic e s w e can ren d er eac h o th e r (M att 18 v 35). T h erefo re we .sh o u ld n 't ' c o n tin u e to feel o u rse lv e s w ronged. E ach n atio n h a s its ow n h isto ry . In m a n y re sp e c ts it m a y be a h is to ry of s u ffe rin g and in ju stice . We sh o u ld be w illin g to fo rg iv e w ith o u t re g a rd of th e n atio n to w h ich we belong. It is indeed a g re a t se rv ic e w e c an do one an o th er. The re s u lts a re a p eacefu l co -ex isten ce and a b eau tifu l re la tio n s h ip th a t g ro w s to a w itn e ss in society.
Secondly we should serve one another with T ruth (Hebr 3 v 13, 10 v 34). That means that we should confront one another where necessary with the truth of the Word of God and should admonish and rectify one another if necessary. This would strengthen the ties of love. We shouldn't be ashamed to mention other's clerical sins, as also the national boundaries with the Word of God there will be an ear that listens and a heart that accepts.
In th e th ird p lace th e N T sh o w s u s th a t w e sh o u ld serve each o th e r w ith in te rc e ssio n (Jam es 5 v 16). P ra y for one a n o th er, th a t you m a y be healed and th a t h e a lth fu l ra c ia l re la tio n s h ip s m a y develop.
In th e fo u rth p lace we a re called u p o n to se rv e one a n o th e r w ith c h a rita b le n e s s (M att 25 v 40). We are rem in d ed of th e d eac o n s' aid a c ro s s n a tio n a l b o u n d aries. T here are m a n y fo rm s of aid, viz ed ucation, th e b u ild in g of ch u rch e s, aid fo r th e th e aged, etc. W here we as m em b ers of c h u rc h e s of d ifferen t n a tio n s m eet, w e sh o u ld to g e th er, and in c h a rity , find re so u rc e fu l m eth o d s to g iv e sh a p e to th is fourfold serv ice to one an other.
T h is w ay of p ra c tis in g th e fello w sh ip is n o t reg u la tab le. It g ro w s and d ev elo p s and m a y not d e te rio ra te in to a one w ay traffic. T h ro u g h in c re a se d c o n ta c t as lo c al ch u rch e s of d ifferen t n a tio n s we s h a ll becom e s e n sitiv e to each o th e r's needs. We m u s t be d eliv ered fro m a one-sided, one w ay tra ffic of s p ir itu a l an d m a te ria l goods fro m th e o ld er c h u rc h e s to th e y o u n g er. T h ere sh o u ld be an ex ch an g e ac c o rd in g to th e needs of each.
It m a y be ask ed w h a t th e co n n ec tio n b etw een th is and th e p re s e n t s itu a tio n of S o u th A fric a n so ciety is. I w ould a n s w e r ev ery th in g ! T h is w ay of p r a c tis in g fello w sh ip w h e re in th e d ifferen t c h u rc h e s send one a n o th e r w h a t is needed, w ill d e m o n stra te to th e w o rld th a t w e a re o n e even a c ro ss n a tio n a l b o u n d aries, ju s t as C h rist is one w ith th e F ath e r. In su ch a k o in o n ia w e sh o w th e w o rld o u r co n n ec ted n ess w ith C h rist, as w ell as o u r co n n e c te d n e ss w ith eac h other.
It is m y d eep e st co n v ictio n th a t th is is th e b a s is of the so lu tio n to all o u r p ro b le m s as re g a rd s ra c ia l r e la tio n sh ip s.
In a w o rld fu ll of h a tre d , an d a lso of h a tre d betw een n a tio n s, we d e m o n stra te o u r love, th e lo v e of C h rist, and a lso of one an o th er, th o u g h w e do not b elo n g to th e sam e n atio n .
We b elo n g to o u r n a tio n an d w e lo v e o u r ow n n atio n . But we b elo n g to C h rist a s w ell an d th e re fo re w e lo v e one an o th e r, an d th is in d u c e s u s to s e rv e one a n o th e r in th e lo v e of C h rist, and in obedience to th e law of th e ap o stle. A nd w a lk in love, a s C h ris t h a s lo v ed u s an d g a v e h im se lf u p fo r u s (E ph 5 v 2).
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